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manufacturer or distributor that a timely request has

been filed.

3. The Commissioner shall endeavor to hold the

evidentiary hearing required under this sub-

subdivision and render a determination within 180

days after receipt of the written request from the

owner or designated successor. In determining

whether good cause exists for rejection of the

owner's appointed designated successor, the

manufacturer or distributor has the burden of

proving that the designated successor is a person

who is not of good moral character or does not meet

the franchisor's existing written and reasonable

standards and, considering the volume of sales and

service of the new motor vehicle dealer, uniformly

applied minimum business experience standards in

the market area.

4. Any parties to a hearing by the Commissioner

concerning whether good cause exists for the

rejection of the dealer's designated successor shall

have a right of review of the decision in a court of

competent jurisdiction pursuant to Chapter 150B of

the General Statutes.

5. Nothing in this sub-subdivision shall preclude a

manufacturer or distributor from, upon its receipt of

written notice from a dealer an owner of the identity

of the dealer' s owner's designated successor,

requiring that the designated successor promptly

provide personal and financial data that is

reasonably necessary to determine the financial

ability and qualifications of the designated

successor; provided, however, that such a request

for additional information shall not delay any of the

time periods or constraints contained herein.

6. In the event death or incapacity of the owner or

principal operator occurs prior to the time a

manufacturer or distributor receives notice of the

owner's appointment of a designated successor or

before the Commissioner has rendered a

determination as provided above, the existing

franchise shall remain in effect and the designated

successor shall be deemed to have succeeded to all

of the owner's or principal operator's rights and

obligations in the dealership and under the franchise

until a determination is made by the Commissioner

or the rights of the parties have otherwise become

fixed in accordance with this sub-subdivision.

c. Except as otherwise provided in sub-subdivision d. of

this subdivision, any designated successor of a deceased
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